[47 U.S.C. 251] INTERCONNECTION.
(a) GENERAL DuTY OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS.--Each telecommunications carrier
has the duty--

(1) to interconnect directly or indirectly with the facilities and equipment of other
telecommuniceations carriers, and

(2) not to ingtd| network features, functions, or cgpabilities that do not comply with the
guiddines and standards established pursuant to section 255 or 256.

(b) OBLIGATIONS OF ALL LocAL ExcHANGE CARRIERS.--Each local exchange carrier hasthe
following duties:

(1) REsALE.--The duty not to prohibit, and not to impose unreasonable or
discriminatory conditions or limitations on, the resale of its telecommunications services.

(2) NumMBER PORTABILITY.--The duty to provide, to the extent technically feasible,
number portability in accordance with requirements prescribed by the Commission.

(3) DIALING PARITY.--The duty to provide diding parity to competing providers of
telephone exchange service and telephone toll service, and the duty to permit al such providers
to have nondiscriminatory access to telephone numbers, operator services, directory assistance,
and directory ligting, with no unreasonable diding delays.

(4) AccessTO RIGHTS-OF-WAY.--The duty to afford access to the poles, ducts,
conduits, and rights-of-way of such carrier to competing providers of telecommunications
services on rates, terms, and conditions that are consistent with section 224.

(5) RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION.--The duty to establish reciprocal compensation
arrangements for the trangport and termination of telecommunications.

(c) ADDITIONAL OBLIGATIONS OF INCUMBENT LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIERS--IN addition to
the duties contained in subsection (b), each incumbent local exchange carrier has the following duties:

(1) DuTy TO NEGOTIATE.~-The duty to negotiate in good faith in accordance with
section 252 the particular terms and conditions of agreements to fulfill the duties described in
paragraphs (1) through (5) of subsection (b) and this subsection. The requesting
telecommunications carrier o has the duty to negatiate in good faith the terms and conditions
of such agreements.

(2) INTERCONNECTION.--The duty to provide, for the facilities and equipment of any
requesting telecommunications carrier, interconnection with the loca exchange carrier's
network--

(A) for the transmission and routing of telephone exchange service and
exchange access,

(B) at any technicdly feasible point within the carrier's network;

(C) that is at least equd in quality to that provided by the loca exchange carrier
to itsdlf or to any subsdiary, afiliate, or any other party to which the carrier provides
interconnection; and

(D) on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable, and
nondiscriminatory, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement and
the requirements of this section and section 252.

(3) UNBUNDLED ACCESS.--The duty to provide, to any requesting telecommunications
carrier for the provison of a telecommunications service, nondiscriminatory access to network



elements on an unbundled basis a any technicdly feasble point on rates, terms, and conditions
that are just, reasonable, and nondiscriminatory in accordance with the terms and conditions of
the agreement and the requirements of this section and section 252. An incumbent local
exchange carrier shdl provide such unbundled network dementsin a manner that alows
requesting carriers to combine such ementsin order to provide such telecommunications
service.

(4) REsALE.--The duty--

(A) to offer for resdle at wholesd e rates any telecommunications service that
the carrier provides at retail to subscribers who are not telecommunications carriers;
and

(B) not to prohibit, and not to impose unreasonable or discriminatory conditions
or limitations on, the resde of such telecommunications service, except that a State
commisson may, condstent with regulations prescribed by the Commission under this
section, prohibit aresdller that obtains at wholesde rates atelecommunications service
that is available at retall only to acategory of subscribers from offering such serviceto a
different category of subscribers.

(5) NoTicE oF CHANGES.--The duty to provide reasonable public notice of changesin
the information necessary for the transmission and routing of services using that loca exchange
carrier'sfacilities or networks, as well as of any other changes that would affect the
interoperability of those facilities and networks.

(6) CoLLocATION.--The duty to provide, on rates, terms, and conditions that are jut,
reasonable, and nondiscriminatory, for physical collocation of equipment necessary for
interconnection or access to unbundled network e ements at the premises of the locd exchange
carier, except that the carrier may provide for virtua collocation if the loca exchange carrier
demondtrates to the State commission that physical collocation is not practica for technicd
reasons or because of space limitations.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.--

(2) IN GENERAL.--Within 6 months after the date of enactment of the
Tedecommunications Act of 1996, the Commission shdl complete dl actions necessary to
edtablish regulations to implement the requirements of this section.

(2) AccEss STANDARDS.--IN determining what network elements should be made
available for purposes of subsection (€)(3), the Commission shal consider, a a minimum,
whether--

(A) access to such network elements as are proprietary in nature is necessary;
and

(B) the failure to provide access to such network eements would impair the
ability of the telecommunications carrier seeking access to provide the services that it
seeksto offer.

(3) PRESERVATION OF STATE ACCESS REGULATIONS.--IN prescribing and enforcing
regulations to implement the requirements of this section, the Commission shal not preclude the
enforcement of any regulation, order, or policy of a State commission that--

(A) establishes access and interconnection obligations of loca exchange
cariers,



(B) is consgtent with the requirements of this section; and

(C) does not subgtantialy prevent implementation of the requirements of this
section and the purposes of this part.

() NUMBERING ADMINISTRATION.--

(1) CoMMISSION AUTHORITY AND JURISDICTION.--The Commission shdl cregte or
desgnate one or more impartid entities to administer telecommuni cations numbering and to
make such numbers avallable on an equitable basis. The Commisson shdl have exclusive
jurisdiction over those portions of the North American Numbering Plan that pertain to the
United States. Nothing in this paragraph shal preclude the Commission from delegating to State
commissions or other entities al or any portion of such jurisdiction.

(2) Costs--The cost of establishing telecommunications numbering administration
arrangements and number portability shall be borne by al telecommunications carriers on a
competitively neutral bas's as determined by the Commission.

(f) EXEMPTIONS, SUSPENSIONS, AND MODIFICATIONS.--

(1) EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN RURAL TELEPHONE COMPANIES.--

(A) ExemPTION.--Subsection (c) of this section shal not apply to arura
telephone company until (i) such company has received a bona fide request for
interconnection, services, or network eements, and (i) the State commission
determines (under subparagraph (B)) that such request is not unduly economicaly
burdensome, is technically feasible, and is congstent with section 254 (other than
subsections (b)(7) and (c)(1)(D) thereof).

(B) STATE TERMINATION OF EXEMPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE.-
-The party making a bona fide request of arurd telephone company for
interconnection, services, or network eements shal submit a notice of its request to the
State commisson. The State commission shal conduct an inquiry for the purpose of
determining whether to terminate the exemption under subparagraph (A). Within 120
days after the State commission recelves notice of the request, the State commission
shdl terminate the exemption if the request is not unduly economicaly burdensome, is
technically feasble, and is congstent with section 254 (other than subsections (b)(7)
and (c)(1)(D) thereaf). Upon termination of the exemption, a State commission shdll
establish an implementation schedule for compliance with the request that is congstent
in time and manner with Commission regulations.

(C) LIMITATION ON EXEMPTION.--The exemption provided by this paragraph
shall not apply with respect to a request under subsection (c) from a cable operator
providing video programming, and seeking to provide any telecommunications service,
in the area in which the rurd telephone company provides video programming. The
limitation contained in this subparagraph shal not gpply to arurd telephone company
that is providing video programming on the date of enactment of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

(2) SUSPENSIONS AND MODIFICATIONS FOR RURAL CARRIERS.--A local exchange
carrier with fewer than 2 percent of the Nation's subscriber linesingtdled in the aggregate
nationwide may petition a State commission for a suspension or modification of the application
of arequirement or requirements of subsection (b) or (C) to telephone exchange service



facilities specified in such petition. The State commission shdl grant such petition to the extent
that, and for such duration as, the State commission determines that such suspension or
modification--

(A) is necessary--

(i) to avoid a sgnificant adverse economic impact on users of
telecommunications services generdly;

(i) to avoid imposing a requirement that is unduly economicaly
burdensome; or

(i) to avoid imposing a requirement thet is technicaly infeesble; and
(B) isconggtent with the public interest, convenience, and necessity.

The State commission shdl act upon any petition filed under this paragraph within 180 days

after recelving such petition. Pending such action, the State commission may suspend

enforcement of the requirement or requirements to which the petition applies with respect to the
petitioning carrier or carriers.

(g) CONTINUED ENFORCEMENT OF EXCHANGE ACCESS AND INTERCONNECTION
REQUIREMENTS.--On and after the date of enactment of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, each
locd exchange carrier, to the extent that it provides wirdine services, shdl provide exchange access,
information access, and exchange services for such access to interexchange carriers and information
sarvice providersin accordance with the same equa access and nondiscriminatory interconnection
restrictions and obligations (including receipt of compensation) that gpply to such carrier on the date
immediately preceding the date of enactment of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 under any court
order, consent decree, or regulation, order, or policy of the Commission, until such restrictions and
obligations are explicitly superseded by regulations prescribed by the Commission after such date of
enactment. During the period beginning on such date of enactment and until such restrictions and
obligations are S0 superseded, such restrictions and obligations shdl be enforceable in the same manner
as regulations of the Commission.

(h) DeFINITION OF INCUMBENT LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIER.--

(1) DeriNnITION.--For purposes of this section, the term "incumbent local exchange
carrier” means, with respect to an area, the loca exchange carrier that--

(A) on the date of enactment of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, provided
telephone exchange service in such ares; and

(B)(i) on such date of enactment, was deemed to be a member of the exchange
carrier association pursuant to section 69.601(b) of the Commisson's regulations (47
C.F.R. 69.601(b)); or

(i) isaperson or entity that, on or after such date of enactment, became a

successor or assign of amember described in clause (i).

(2) TREATMENT OF COMPARABLE CARRIERS AS INCUMBENTS.--The Commission may,
by rule, provide for the treatment of alocal exchange carrier (or class or category thereof) as
an incumbent local exchange carrier for purposes of this section if--

(A) such carrier occupies a podtion in the market for telephone exchange
sarvice within an areathat is comparable to the position occupied by a carrier

described in paragraph (2);

(B) such carrier has subgtantidly replaced an incumbent loca exchange carrier



described in paragraph (1); and
(C) such treestment is consistent with the public interest, convenience, and
necessity and the purposes of this section.
(i) SaviNGs ProvisioN.--Nothing in this section shdl be construed to limit or otherwise affect
the Commission's authority under section 201.



