STATE OF ALASKA

THE ALASKA PUBLIC UTILITIES COWM SS| ON

Bef ore Comm ssi oners: Sam Cott en, Chairnman
Alyce A Hanl ey
Dw ght D. Ornqui st
Ti m Cook
Janes M Posey

In the Matter of the Tariff Revi-

sion, Designated as TA1l-489, as U 97- 210
Amended, Filed by GC COVMUNI CATI ON

CORP. d/b/a GENERAL COMMUNI CATI ON, ORDER NO. 7

INC., and d/b/a GCI To Add Provi -
sions for Black Dot Listings to Its
Tariff

N N N N N N N’

ORDER APPROVING TARIFE REVISION AND REQUIRING FILING

BY THE COWM SSI ON:

At issue in this proceeding is the filing by GC
COVMUNI CATI ON CORP. d/ b/a GENERAL COVMUNI CATION, INC., and d/b/a
&l (GCl), to add rates, terns, and conditions to its tariffs for
Bl ack Dot Listings (BDLs). BDLs indicate, by way of a black dot
next to a subscriber's nanme, which individuals do not wish to
receive telephone solicitations. Legislation (ch 142 SLA 1996
(HB109)) permts |ocal exchange tel ecormuni cations conpani es (LECs)
to i npose a reasonable charge for identification in the tel ephone

directory of custoners who do not wish to receive telephone
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solicitations (identification charge) and for tel ephone solicitors
to obtain a list of those custoners (list charge).?

Docket U 96-124% was opened for the purpose of addressing
t he cost devel opnent for determ ning BDL identification charge and
list charges (BDL charges) in a uniform manner. The Conm ssi on
stated that it did not intend to grant permanent approval of any
rates for the BDL services until uniformrate devel opnment net hods
or standards were adopted. The issues in Docket U 96-124 have been
decided by the filing of a stipulation.?

By Order U 97-210(1), dated Septenber 10, 1997, the
Comm ssi on, anong ot her things, suspended the pernmanent operation
of GCl's BDL tariff revision, designated as TA1l-489. By Order
U-97-210(5), dated OCctober 27, 1998, the Conmm ssion further
ext ended the suspension period for the permanent operation of GCl's

BDL tariff revision.

That | egislation becane effective Novenber 4, 1996.

That proceeding is entitled: In the Matter of the Establish-
ment of Standards for Permitting Local Exchange Telephone Companies
To Impose Charges under AS 45.50.475.

3By Order U-96-124(4), dated May 20, 1998, the Conmi ssion
approved a stipulation, subject to conditions, regarding the proper
guidelines for the inplenentation and determ nation of rates for
BDL charges. Specifically, the parties to the stipulation agreed
that BDL costs are appropriately recovered through nonrecurring
char ges. The stipulating parties agreed that the appropriate
custonmer BDL identification charge is the LEC nonrecurring
subsequent service order charge or directory change charge (if
tariffed), and the BDL |ist should be based on the follow ng costs:

processing of the list request (e.g., invoicing), production of the
list, the cost of the diskette, and any programm ng costs necessary
to set up the identification list. Any fixed costs such as
programm ng shoul d be anortized over its useful life.
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By Order U 97-210(4),“% dated Septenber 16, 1998, the
Comm ssi on required each | ocal exchange carrier with a pending BDL
tariff revision to submt either a revised tariff or a statenent
indicating that the pending tariff revision conplies with the
stipul ated nmet hodol ogy for determning BDL rates. On Cctober 12,
1998, GCI submtted a revised tariff containing BDL provisions
(TA11- 489, as anended).°®

TA11- 489, as anended, provided that (1) the identifica-
tion charge for BDL was GCl's nonrecurring directory change charge;
and (2) the identification Iist charge would be $25. The identifi-
cation list charge stated in the anmended TAl1l-489 reflected a
reduction fromthe $500 identification list charge stated in the
previ ous version of TAl1l-489.

GCl's conpliance filing did not indicate that it had
charged for any BDL identification |lists under TA11-489, and, thus,
the Conmm ssion is unsure whether a refund may be required. Cl

stated that the BDL rates are pass-through rates and the anended

“That Order was issued as part of the joint decision published
as Order U 97-24(5)/ U 97-25(5)/ U 97-26(5)/ U 97-38(5)/ U 97-39(5)/ -
U-97-40(5)/ U-97-160(4)/ U-97-161(5)/ U-97-163(4)/U-97-192(3)/ -
U-97-163(4)/ U-97-192(3)/ U-97-193(4)/ U-97-210(4)/ U-97-234(3)/ -
U 98-1(4), dated Septenber 16, 1998. Hereinafter, that Order wll
be referred to as “Order No. 4.7

°CGCl filed its revised BDL tariff as TA47-489. However, the
filing is an amendnent to TA11-489 rather than a new tariff filing
and is referred to in this Oder as “TAl11-489, as anended.” Order
U-97-210(5) referred to the anended version of TA11l-489 as
TAA7-489. (CCl's TA4A7-489 was assigned to its filing for “add | ocal
one-nmonth free” pronotion. Accordingly, Oder U 97-210(5) is
corrected by this decision to replace references to “TA47-489" with
“TAl1- 489, as anended.”
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TA11-489 is not expected to have any revenue or custoner inpact for
&l . Wiile this statenent indicates that no refunds wll be
necessary, it is vague and requires clarification. For that
reason, Order U 97-210(5) required Gl to file by Novenber 17,
1998, a statenent indicating whether it had charged for Bl ack Dot
Listing identification lists, to state the anmount of the charge for
the list and to indicate whether a refund is required.

To date, GCl has not filed the clarification required by
Order U 97-210(5). By this Order the Comm ssion reiterates the
requirenent that GC file the statenent required by Oder
U 97-210(5). Should &C fail to file that required information, it
may be required to show cause why penalties should not be assessed
for failure to conply with Comm ssion directives.

By Order U 97-210(6),° dated Novenber 18, 1998, the
Comm ssion required the Comm ssion Staff (Staff) to ensure that
tariff revisions for BDL charges conply with the nethodol ogy
delineated in the stipulation and file a report as to its analysis
of each filing. On January 15, 1999, Staff filed the report
requi red by Order No. 6.

Staff recommended that the Comm ssion approve CGCl's
proposed identification and |ist charges on a permanent basis.

Staff believed that GCl's current interim rates for the BDL

That Order was issued as part of the joint decision published
as Oder U 97-24(7)/ U 97-25(7)/ U 97-26(7)/ U 97-38(7)/ U97-39(7)/ -
97-40(7)/U-97-160(6)/ U-97-161(7)/ U-97-163(6)/-U-97-192(5)/ U-97-
193(6)/ U 97-210(6)/ U-97-234(5)/ U 98-1(3)/ - U 96- 124(6) Her ei naf -
ter, that Order wll be referred to as “Order No. 6.~
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i dentification charge ($5) and list charge ($25) conformto the
nmet hodol ogy delineated in the stipulation. Staff recomrended that
tariff Sheet Nos. 81.4 and 170.3, filed October 12, 1998, be
approved effective Cctober 27, 1997. Staff also stated that GC
should be required to nmake refunds to all custonmers who have
purchased a BDL |list at the $500.00 rate since the interimapproval
of the rate on Cctober 27, 1997.

The Conm ssion has reviewed Staff's report and concurs
with Staff's recommendations. Staff's recommendation that tariff
Sheet Nos. 81.4 and 170.3, filed October 12, 1998, be approved

effective Qctober 27, 1997, is accepted.

ORDER

THE COW SSI ON FURTHER ORDERS:

1. The tariff revision, designated as TA1ll-489, as
anmended, filed by GJ Communication Corp. d/b/a General Comunica-
tion, Inc., and d/b/a GCl is approved effective Cctober 27, 1997.7

2. &C Conmuni cation Corp. d/b/a General Conmunication,
Inc., and d/b/a GO shall refund the difference between the interim
bl ack dot |ist charge and the permanent bl ack dot |ist charge, as
more fully discussed in the body of this Order.

3. By 4 p.m, February 10, 1999, GCI Conmuni cation
Corp. d/b/a General Conmunication, Inc., and d/b/a GC shall file

"That tariff revision includes tariff Sheet Nos. 81.4 and
170. 3, filed October 12, 1998. A validated copy of the approved
tariff sheets will be returned to the utility by separate cover.
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a statenent indicating whether it has charged for Black Dot Listing
identification lists, and if so, shall state the anobunt of the
charge for the list and indicate whether a refund is required.

4. By 4 p.m, February 27, 1999, GCI Conmunication
Corp. d/b/a General Conmunication, Inc., and d/b/a GC shall file
a statenent containing the | evel of refund, the nunber of custoners
to whoma refund is owed, and a refund plan for current and fornmer
cust omers.
%EISD AND EFFECTI VE AT ANCHORAGE, ALASKA, this 27th day of January,

BY DI RECTI ON OF THE COVM SSI ON
(Comm ssi oner Ti m Cook, not participating.)

( SEAL)
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