of GTE Conmmuni cati ons Corporati on,
Irving, Texas, seeking authority
to i nvoke Section 252(i) of the
Tel ecommuni cati ons Act of 1996 to
utilize the Arbitrated Intercon-
necti on Agreenent between AT&T
Communi cati ons of the M dwest,
Inc. and GTE M dwest, Inc. to
obtain interconnection from GITE

M dwest, | nc.

I nt erconnecti on
Agr eenment Approved
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Entered: March 10, 1998
BY THE COMM SSI ON

OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

On February 18, 1998, GTE Conmuni cati ons Corporation (GTECC)
Irving, Texas, filed an application requesting authority to invoke Section 252(i)
of the Tel ecommuni cati ons Act of 1996 (the Act) to utilize the arbitrated
agreenent between AT&T Communi cations of the Mdwest, Inc. (AT&T)
and GTE M dwest, Inc. (GTE). Notice of the application was published
in The Daily Record on February 19, 1998. The Nebraska | ndependent
Tel ephone Association filed conments on the application. No protests
were filed; therefore, this application has been adm ni stered pursuant
to the Conmmi ssion's nodified procedure rule.

GTECC wi shes to establish an interconnection agreenment with
GTE and accordingly, seeks to adopt the AT&T/ GTE i nterconnection
agreenent. The AT&T/ GTE agreenent was approved by the Comm ssion
pursuant to Application C 1400 and becanme effective May 29, 1997.

GTECC has not obtained a certificate of public conveni ence and
necessity to provide | ocal exchange service fromthis Commi ssion.
Therefore, while Section 252(i) of the Act allows a |ocal exchange
carrier to adopt a Conm ssion-approved interconnection agreenment,
GTECC cannot provide | ocal exchange services in Nebraska under
this agreenent until proper certification is received.

On May 28, 1997, the Commi ssion added | anguage to its nediation/
arbitration policy (see Application No. C 1128, Progression Oder No. 3)
which sets forth the procedures to be followed for a Section 252(i)
request. GITECC has followed the procedures required by the
Commi ssion's policy.

I T 1S THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commi ssion that Application C-1758 be, and it is hereby, approved and
GTE Comuni cati ons Corporation is authorized to adopt the arbitrated
agreenent between AT&T Communi cations of the Mdwest, Inc. and GTE

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t hat GTE Conmuni cati ons
Corporation's adoption of the arbitrated agreement between AT&T
Comuni cations of the Mdwest, Inc. and GTE M dwest, Inc. becane
effective February 28, 1998.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED t hat a signed agreenment of GIE
Communi cati ons Corporation's adaptati on of the AT&T Commruni cati ons
of the Mdwest, Inc./GIE Mdwest, Inc. arbitrated agreenent reflecting
GTECC and GTE as parties to the agreement be filed with the Com ssion
i n paper copy, as well as electronically, on or before March 27, 1998.
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