Deci si on No. C97-797

BEFORE THE PUBLI C UTI LI TIES COVWM SSI ON OF THE STATE OF
COLORADODOCKET NO. 97M 329T
THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A TASK FORCE FOR THE EFFI ClI ENT
MANAGEMENT OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS | N COLORADOORDER OF THE

COVM SSI ON OPENI NG DOCKET TO ESTABLI SH

A TASK FORCE FOR THE EFFI ClI ENT
MANAGEMENT OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS | N
COLORADOMRI | ed Dat e: August 7, 1997

Adopted Date: August 6, 1997

| ) BY THE COMM SSI ONSt at enent

1) The Conmm ssion recently issued Decision No.
C97-761 in Docket No. 97A-103T (In the Matter of the
Application and Final Recommendati on of the Numbering
Pl an Adm nistrator for Relief of the 303 Area Code). In

its decision, the Conm ssion ordered i mmedi ate
consi deration of and pronpt inplenmentation of NXX code
conservation measures. Nunmerous potential conservation
measures were suggested in the decision. Wthout
i npl ement ati on of these conservation nmeasures, an exhaust
of all available NXX codes in the 303 area code w |
occur much sooner.

2) The Commi ssion is aware that certain
i nvestigations are taking place with regard to nunber
pooling in other states and at the national |evel. For
example, Illinois is proposing to inplenment a number

pool i ng proposal using the Location Routing Nunber (LRN)



NXX- X sol ution by January 1, 1998. Also, the Industry
Numbering Commttee (INC) is providing information to the
North American Nunbering Conmttee (NANC) on nunber
pooling. Neither of these efforts is focused on a quick
resolution to a long-term solution to nunber exhaust

probl ens. Instead, they are focused on solving nearer
term problems with only a | ook toward the |ong-term Qur
deci sion in Docket No. 97A-103T al so does not address any
| ong-term solutions to efficient use of nunmber resources,
but focuses on sol utions which can be inplenented prior
to the original m d-1998 projection for exhaust of the
303 area code made by the Nunmbering Plan Adm ni strator
for Col orado. .

3) Furthernmore, this Comm ssion has received
evidence in Docket No. 97A-103T to the effect that each
area code in Colorado is significantly underutilized. O
t he possi bl e tel ephone nunbers avail able in each area
code, very limted nunbers are actually used. For
illustrative purposes only, each of the three current
area codes in Colorado (303, 719, 970) have approxi mtely
7.9 mllion available numbers. Therefore, conbined, the
three area codes theoretically nmake alnost 24 mllion
nunbers avail able in Col orado today. Wth Col orado’s

popul ati on at approximately only 3.5 mllion today, it is



apparent that a nore efficient use of our current area
codes is appropriate to prevent premature exhaust of
numbers within Col orado’s area codes.

4) I n Deci sion No. FCC 96-333, the Federal
Communi cati ons Conm ssion (FCC) addressed many issues
associated with the adm nistration of tel ephone nunbers.
In this decision the FCC adopted rules that provided for
state conmm ssion jurisdiction over area code relief.
Specifically, FCC rule 52.19(a) states that “state
comm ssions may resolve matters involving the
i ntroduction of new area codes within their states.” Rule
52.19(b) states that “(s)tate comm ssions may perform any
and all functions related to initiation and devel opnent
of area code relief plans”, so |long as they act
consistently with FCC guidelines. Thus, this Conm ssion
has authority to act in the manner set forth in this
Or der.

5) Finally, for purposes of inplenmenting
per manent | ocal nunber portability in Col orado, the
Conmmi ssi on established a task force in Docket No. 95M
392T. That task force was made up of representatives of
the tel ecommunications industry, the Colorado O fice of
Consunmer Counsel (OCC), the 9-1-1 Task Force and

Commi ssion Staff. The LNP Task Force has successfully



provided a vehicle for the tinely and efficient
i mpl ementati on of permanent LNP in Col orado. The Col orado
LNP effort also assisted many other states in the
effective inplenmentation of LNP.

6) Many of the active menbers in the Col orado
LNP effort are also primary parties in the national
efforts on tel ephone nunbering. Simlar issues and
problens arise in the potential solutions to tel ephone
nunbering as were and are bei ng addressed by the LNP
effort. The Conm ssion believes a task force designed
under the sanme structure as the LNP Task Force can
provi de effective resolution to the [ong-term and short-
termtel ephone nunbering efforts.

A) Concl usi on

1) A task force (“Task Force”) should be
established to provide solutions to a nore efficient
managenent of tel ephone nunmbers in Colorado. This Task
Force shall be given the objective of providing the
Comm ssion with a recommended solution to the long-term
efficient use of tel ephone nunbers within the area codes
in Col orado; an objective tineline for the inplenmentation
of this long-term solution; and reconmendations for
interimconservati on measures consistent with the | ong-

term solution. Any interim nmeasures recomended by the



Task Force should take into account those neasures which
are the subject of the application to be filed on or
bef ore August 29, 1997, pursuant to Decision No. C97-761.
2) The menbers of this Task Force shoul d not
be limted to a specific nunber of representatives. It
shoul d contain representatives fromall persons
interested in deciding the long-termsolution to the
efficient use of tel ephone nunbers in an area code. It
shoul d be conprised of at |east one representative from
each of the follow ng: the Colorado Nunmbering Pl an
Adm ni strator, a large |Incunbent Local Exchange Carrier
(ILEC), a small ILEC (or its association), a Conpetitive
Local Exchange Carrier (CLEC), an interexchange carrier
a wireless providers (including cellular, PCS and/or
paging), a 9-1-1 service representative, the Col orado
Office of Consunmer Counsel, and the Staff of the
Commi ssion. A nenmber of the Staff of the Conm ssion shal
participate as a full nmenber and serve as facilitator. To
t he extent possible neetings will remain open to the
public and representatives of any other entity may attend
nmeeti ngs and provide input. Any interested persons or
entities shall submt nanes of proposed nenbers and
alternates to the Conmm ssion within 20 days after the

effective date of this Order. The Conm ssion shal



consi der appoi ntments of nmenmbers of the Task Force at its
next regularly schedul ed weekly nmeeting follow ng the 20-
day period for recei pt of proposed nenbers.

3) Menmbers of the Task Force should be willing
and able to address the technical issues associated with
t el ephone nunbering and to make firmcommtnents to the
final report or recommendati ons of the Task Force. The
Comm ssi on encourages the Task Force to reach consensus
on all issues; however, for issues where consensus cannot
be reached, a vote may be taken wherein each nenber of
t he Task Force shall have one vote and the majority wll
rule. For those issues where consensus cannot be reached,
the Task Force may elect to provide majority and mnority
reports to the Conm ssion in the final report.

4) Attendance at all neetings is inperative.
If a representative or a designated alternate cannot
attend, that nenmber shall be designated as absent.
Deci si ons, including consensus decisions, may be nade by
the representatives present during any schedul ed neeti ng.
Absent ee votes nmay be considered by the Task Force.

5) The Task Force shall take detail ed m nutes
of all neetings and, upon approval by the Task Force,
provi de copies of those mnutes to all nenmbers and the

official file in this docket. Upon direction of the Task



Force, any other information, reports, or itens of
i nportance to the Task Force nmay be provided to the
official file for this docket.

6) As a part of the process, the Task Force
shoul d nonitor and evaluate efforts for tel ephone nunber
managenent at the national |evel and other state
jurisdictions.

7) The Task Force should neet as often as
necessary to acconplish its objectives. Each neeting
agenda shall be distributed to all nenmbers at | east one
week prior to the nmeeting and shall be posted on the
Conmmi ssion’s internet web site
(http://wwv. puc. state. co. us).

8) The Comm ssion grants the Task Force the
authority to obtain any information necessary to perform
its tasks fromjurisdictional utilities or fromthe
Col orado Nunbering Plan Adm nistrator. Proper disposition
of confidential material through a Comm ssion-ordered
protective agreenment shall be accommobdated in the docket.

9) The Task Force shall endeavor to provide
the Commi ssion with its recomrendation in a formal report
on or before to January 1, 1998. If such date cannot be
nmet, the Task Force shall provide the Conm ssion with a

report on or before January 1, 1998 detailing progress to



date, setting forth major issues and positions of the
Task Force on these issues, and proposing a schedule for
conpleting its task.

10) The Task Force shall continue in operation
until the Conm ssion determ nes that the duties of the

Task Force are conplete.

1) ORDERThe Commi ssion Orders That:

1) A tel ephone nunber managenent Task Force is
her eby established and organi zed as described in this
Order. A list of nanmes of designated Task Force nenbers
shall be provided to the Conmm ssion no later than 20 days
following the effective date of this Order.

2) Docket No. 97M 329T is hereby opened for
the receipt of any of the information and reports
described in this Order.

3) This Order is effective upon its Mail ed
Dat e.

A) ADOPTED I N COW SSI ONERS' WEEKLY MEETI NG
August 6, 1997.

THE PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COVMM SSI ON
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