BEFORE THE
M SSI SSI PPl PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

IN RE: ORDER OF THE M SSI SSI PPl DOCKET NO. 95- UA- 358
PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON SUB- DOCKET: SEC 252
ESTABLI SHI NG A DOCKET TO CONSI DER COVPETI TION I N
THE PROVI SI ON OF LOCAL

TELEPHONE SERVI CE

ORDER
. GUIDELI NES FOR NEGOTI ATI ON, ARBI TRATI ON AND APPROVAL OF AGREEMENTS

Section 252 of the Federal Tel econmunications Act of 1996 (TA96) establishes nethods to resolve
di sputes between carriers. These nethods include voluntary negotiations, State Commi ssion
medi ati on, State Commi ssion arbitration, State Conmi ssion approval of Statenents of Cenerally
Avail able Terns and State Commi ssion approval of all agreements.

The Conmission will need to have in place procedures or guidelines in the near future in
anticipation of such requests or petitions. To achieve this goal, the Conm ssion seeks
suggestions and comrents fromall interested persons. Wile TA96 specifies certain procedura

requi renents and substantive standards for voluntary negotiations, nediation, arbitration and
Conmi ssi on approval of agreenents, it is silent regarding a nunber of other procedural and
substantive issues. This Conmission will attenpt to address the void left by TA96

Therefore, the Conmission finds that interested parties are requested to provi de proposed

gui del i nes concerning the "nuts and bolts" of how this Comm ssion should inplenment Section 252
of TA96 pertaining to negotiation, nediation, arbitration and approval of agreenents regarding
i nterconnection, network el enents, transport and ternination of traffic and whol esal e prices.

Since TA96 sets out a short time-frane for inplementation of nediation and arbitration, this
Conmi ssi on must act quickly.

I'1. CONCURRENT FI LI NG REQUI REMENTS REGARDI NG PETI TI ONS TO ARBI TRATE; NOTI FI CATI ON COF
| NTERCONNECTI ON REQUESTS

The passage of TA96 sets forth a tight schedule for the resolution of interconnection disputes.
The carrier or any other party to the negotiation may petition this Conmi ssion to arbitrate any
open issues during the period fromthe 135th to the 160th day (inclusive) after the date on

whi ch the incunbent LEC receives the request for negotiation under Section 252. The responding
party then has a period of 25 days to respond to the petition. This Conmi ssion rmust then render
a decision no later than 9 nonths after the date on which the LEC received the request for

i nterconnection--i.e. approxinmately 270 days.

If the petitioning party waited until day 160 to file its petition and the respondi ng party
the full 25 days--i.e. up to day 185--then this would nean that the Conm ssion woul d have only
85 days, or about two and one-half nonths, to render a decision. Since these interconnection
di sputes may i nvol ve questions of fact and nay therefore require an evidentiary hearing for
which prefiled testinony is appropriate, 85 days may be too short a time to properly do the

The Conmission finds that it may be necessary to issue an Order specifying that the petitioning
party in an interconnection dispute nust notify the Conmi ssion of the date it has initiated an
i nterconnection request or a request to negotiate pursuant to Section 252, that this request

i nterconnection and/ or negotiation rmust be in witing, and that a copy of this request nust be
provided to the Conmission. In addition, the petitioning party would be required to submt
prefiled testinony and cost studies concurrently with the filing of its petition for
arbitration, in addition to any other materials required under Section 252(b) (2). Likew se,
responding party would be required to prefile testinmony and subnit cost studies at the sane
that it files its response.




These requirements should be consistent with TA96. Section 252(b) (4) (B) provides that the
State Commi ssion may require the petitioning party and the responding party to provide such

i nfornati on as may be necessary for the State Commission to reach a decision on the unresol ved
i ssues.

The Conmi ssion finds that the requirenents for prefiled testinmony and cost studies fromthe
parties may help expedite the interconnection arbitration process and will better enable this

Conmi ssion to nmeet its obligations under TA96

The Conmi ssion finds that comments and suggesti ons woul d be

hel pful in assisting this Conm ssion in determ ning whether the follow ng procedures
shoul d be adopt ed:

1. The party requesting negotiation for the purpose of interconnection to provide |oca
exchange or |ocal access nust:

(a) make this request of the party from whom
i nterconnection is sought in witing; and

(b) provide 10 copies of this request to the Commi ssion within 5 days of havi ng nade
t he request showing clearly the date on which the request was nade.

2. During the period fromthe 135th to the 160th day (inclusive) after the date on
whi ch an i ncunbent LEC receives a request for negotiation, the carrier or any other
party may petition the Comrission to arbitrate any open issues. Upon petitioning the
conmi ssion, and in addition to any other information required by TA96, by statute,
order, or rule, the petitioning party nust subnit prefiled testinony and any other
rel evant evidence, including cost studies, concurrently with the filing of its
petition for arbitration

3. The responding party nust respond to the petitioning party's filing within 25 days
after the Conmi ssion receives the petition for arbitration and nmust submit prefiled
testinmony and

any other relevant evidence, including cost studies, concurrently with the filing of
its response.

4. Parties which have already requested negotiation for the purpose of
in order to provide |ocal exchange or exchange access service shall provide 10 copies
of this request to the Conmi ssion within 10 days of the date of this

Order showing clearly the date on which the request was nade
IT 1S, THEREFORE, ORDERED

1. That all parties to the original Docket 95-UA-358 are hereby parties to this sub-docket
wi t hout the need for further intervention

2. That this sub-docket is to consider Section 252 procedures for applicants who wish to
| ocal tel econmmunications services.

3. That the Executive Secretary of the Commission is directed to serve a copy of this Order on
all parties in Docket 95-UA-358.

1. That the Conm ssion requests interested persons to submt witten comments,
suggesti ons and proposed guidelines regarding the two issues set forth herein no
than May 28, 1996. The original and fourteen (14) copies are to be filed.

2. That this sub-docket is made returnable to Docket Day, 10:00 a.m, June 4, 1996 at
which tine the Conmi ssion will discuss dates for a hearing.




Chai rman Ni el sen Cochran voted aye; Vice-Chairnan Bo Robi nson voted aye;

Hebert voted aye. SO ORDERED on this the 17th day of My,

1996.

Conmi ssi oner

Curt







